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Their	 response	 is	 telling:	 “Rabbi,	 where	
are	 you	 staying?”	 Jesus	 himself	 is	 what	
they	were	seeking—Israel’s	hope.	
	 People	everywhere	are	looking	for	
hope.	 The	 people	 of	 Spain	 are	 no	
exception.	 Many	 place	 their	 hope	 in	
themselves,	 in	 programs,	 or	 in	
governments,	 but	 the	 hope	 they	 are	
searching	for	is	only	found	in	Jesus.	In	him	
there	is	life	and	peace	with	God,	and	true	
hope	and	security.	
	 As	 the	Gilberts	 prepare	 for	 cross	
cultural	 ministry	 we	 look	 for	
opportunities	 to	 better	 understand	 how	
to	 speak	 into	 the	 culture	 we	 are	
surrounded	 by.	 	 One	way	we	 are	 doing	
this	 is	by	attending	the	Made	For	More:	
Perspectives	 Regional	 Missions	
Conference		this	October.	There	we	will		
	

Pictures:	Left-	Spanish	police	blocked	a	Barcelona	
school	entrance	that	was	to	be	used	as	a	polling	
station	 in	 the	 Catalan	 independence	 referendum	
on	 Sunday.	Below-	 Police	 fired	 rubber	 bullets	 at	
Catalonian	protesters	during	Sunday’s	vote.	

	 Barcelona	was	 full	 of	 protests	 and	
clashes	 with	 police	 as	 citizens	 of	 the	
Catalonia	 region	 of	 Spain	 moved	 forward	
with	 a	 vote	 to	 secede	 from	 Spain	 on		
October	 1,	 2017.	 There	 is	 unrest	 in	 the	
region	 as	 Catalonia	 and	 the	 federal	
government	of	Spain	argue	over	the	matter	
of	 Catalonian	 independence.	 “The	 old	
government	 has	 failed	 the	 people,”	 they	
say,	“maybe	we	can	place	our	hope	in	a	new	
independent	 government.”	 It	 makes	 me	
think	of	what	Jesus	once	asked:	“What	are	
you	seeking?”	The	answer	 is	hope.	People	
need	 hope,	 and	 the	 only	 real	 hope	
humanity	has	is	in	Christ.		
	

	 In	the	first	chapter	of	the	Gospel	of	
John,	two	of	John	the	Baptist’s	disciples	see	
Jesus	 and	 follow	 him.	 Seeing	 them,	 Jesus	
says	to	them,	“What	are	you	seeking?”	
	

PRAISE	GOD!	
•	1	School	loan	fully	paid	
•	Growing	support	
•	We	had	a	successful			
				outreach	event	
	

PRAY	WITH	US	
•	Peace	&	Safety	in	Spain	
•	FCBC	Trunk-or-Treat	
•	Partnership	development	
	

PARTNERSHIP	UPDATE	
•	19	prayer	partners	
•	7	new	monthly	supporters	
•	7%	monthly	support	
	

COMING	UP	
	

•	Missions	conference		
	

•	Planning	for	our	vision		
			trip	to	Spain.	
	

KEEP	IN	TOUCH	
jsgilbert@send.org	
(413)	337-1463	
	
	

	



	

Population:	

46,468,102		
	

Government:	

Unitary	parliamentary	

constitutional	monarchy		
	

Language:	

Spanish,	Catalan,	
Galician,	Basque,	Occitan	

The	Spanish	are	

individualistic	people.	

A	Spaniards	loyalty	is	

to	his	village	or	town	

first,	then	too	his	

region,	and	finally,	if	

at	all,	to	his	country.	

	

This	pride	in	their	

own	region	and	a	

suspicion	of	outsiders	

interference	led	to	

the	division	of	Spain.	

Today	Spain	is	divided	

into	17	regions	

(autonomous	

communities)	and	2	

autonomous	cities.	

Speaking		

into	the	culture:	
	Sharing	 the	 Gospel	 in	 a	

cross-cultural	 context	

means	 	 discovering	ways	

to	speak	into	the	culture.	

For	 example,	 pictured	

right	 you	 can	 see	 a	

handout	 Jack	 made	 as	

part	of	the	Trunk-or-Treat	

event	where	FCBC	will	be	

sharing	 the	 Gospel	 with	

kids	 who	 are	 trick-or-

treating.	 “Taste	 and	 see	
that	the	Lord	is	good.”	

About	Spain	

learn	 from	 seven	 missions	 organizations,	
including	 TEAM,	 Wycliffe,	 and	 SEND	
International,	 about	 topics	 like	 cross-cultural	
missions	 and	 the	 role	 of	 the	 sending	 church.								
	 In	the	context	of	our	current	ministry,	
we	are	always	thinking	about	how	to	speak	into	
the	New	England	culture	with	the	Gospel.	For	
example,	 Jack	 recently	 sat	 down	with	 FCBC’s	
Children’s	Minister,	 Robin	 Dolbow,	 to	 craft	 a	
plan	for	sharing	the	Gospel	during	the	trunk-or-
treat	 outreach	 event.	 They	 decided	 to	 place	
four	stations	among	the	cars	where	the	Gospel	
will	be	shared	in	terms	of	the	overall	message	
of	 the	 Bible:	 Creation,	 Fall,	 Redemption,	 and		
Restoration.	Kids	will	 come	 to	get	 candy,	but	
we	pray	that	after	hearing	the	Gospel	they	will	
“taste	and	see	that	the	Lord	is	good,”	(Ps	34:8).		
	 We	are	glad	to	 report	we	have	gained	
several	new	financial	and	prayer	partners,	but	
we	still	have	a	 long	way	to	go	to	 reach	100%	
support.	We	also	are	in	need	of	people	to	serve	
on	 a	 dedicated	 advocacy	 team	 which	 would	
meet	monthly.	We	would	 love	to	speak	with	

you	 personally	 about	 how	 you	 can	 help	 us	

share	the	hope	of	the	Gospel.	 If	 there	 is	any	
way	we	can	pray	for	you,	please	 let	us	know.							
	 	 	 				

The	Gilberts	
	

	7%	 			7	 	19	
MONTHLY	

PLEDGE	

	

NEW	MONTHLY	

SUPPORTERS	

	

PRAYER	

PARTNERS	

	

“Contributions	 are	 solicited	 and	
received	with	the	understanding	that	
SEND	 has	 complete	 and	 final	
discretion	and	control	over	the	use	of	
all	donated	funds.”	
	

Please	consider	partnering	with	us	financially.	
	


