
S.O.A.P. Devotional Method Book/Chapter:  Prayer [ ]       Read 5 Times [ ]

Scripture: 

  

Observation (and interpretation): What does the text say? What does it mean? 
  
 • Words or phrases repeated or stressed?  
 • Commands to follow? Who must obey these: everyone or specific people/groups. 
 • Promises from GOD? To whom are they made. Are they conditional? 
 • List of Contrast? (GOD is like…we are like; The righteous are…the unrighteous are…) 
 • Errors to avoid? Did those involved make poor choices that we should avoid? 
 • Truths to believe? What does this passage say about God, humanity, etc? (Biblical world view) 
 • Consider making a chart that summarizes what you see within the text. 
 • Questions: Are there things in the text that seem difficult or contrary to what you might have  
    initially thought? Write these down so that you can explore the Word for an answer at a later time. 
 • Consider outlining the passage or summarizing it in a concise and accurate statement. 
 • Other observations? 

Other observation questions: S.P.E.C.K.: Sin to avoid, Promise to claim, Example to follow,  
Command to obey, How can this passage increase my Knowledge of GOD? 

Applications: Why does what I learned matter today? How do I implement it in my life today. 
 • Don’t come here until you have spent time in observation and interpretation. 
 • Scripture that I should memorize? (A key verse within the passage.) 
 • Are there things that I should do that I have not been doing or have quit doing? 
 • Are there things that I should stop doing? 
 • How I can share what I have learned to help someone else? Who do I plan to sharing this with? 
 • How should my perspective should change based on what I have learned. 
 • Look for applications that affect your relationship to God, with others, and your view of self. 

Prayer: Prayer helps us to understand, interpret, and apply the scripture to our lives, and it honors God. 
  • Are there things to pray about? People to pray for?  

• Consider praying through the scripture. Read the passage then pray it back to God. Example: 
Passage:“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to trust you in this situation. I don’t know what is going to happen but 
I trust that you are with me…” and so on. 

  • End in prayer (just as you should begin in prayer). 

Download this and other templates at http://imlisteningtogod.wordpress.com/bible-study-templates/

First Approach: 
• Read the whole book first. Who is it from? Who is it too? Why are they writing the letter? If not a letter, what is 

the subject of the poem or narrative? Read a Bible hand book or study Bible for historical context. 
• Begin using shorter passages as devotions. Pray, read and reread. Consider reading it out loud. 
• Deal with paragraphs or longer sections. The basic unit of the Bible is the paragraph, not a word or sentence. 
•  If it is short, or if you have the time, write the passage out by hand. This forces you to slow down. 
• Meditate on the passage. Think about what it is saying. This is a great thing to do between readings. 
• Make a simple outline of how the passage progresses, even if it is only a few sentences long. 
• Don’t feel like you have to rush to finish the whole book quickly. Take your time. As you progress through a 

book, make time to go back and reread if its been a while. 
• You might take a week to read the book, and a couple days with the passage. That is fine, enjoy it.

http://imlisteningtogod.wordpress.com/bible-study-templates/
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