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Matt. 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped 

him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
Our Mandate for Missions: Jesus’ Authority 

Matthew 28:16-18 
 

THE BIG IDEA:  
Jesus is in Charge of Everything 

 
 

1. Verse 17 says that the disciples worshipped Jesus when they saw him. He accepts their 
worship. How does this show us that Jesus is not only a man but God?1 What does this 
have to do with his authority? 

 
 

2. Verse 17 says that even as they worshipped him “some doubted.” The idea of this word 
means that they were feeling hesitant when they saw Jesus. Why do you think this was? 
 
 

3. Jesus knows what is in the hearts and minds of all people.2 He knew that some of them 
were feeling doubt, and then he tells them “all authority in heaven and earth has been 
given to me.” Why do you think he tells them this? 
 
 

4. How does it make you feel knowing that Jesus has given you the authority to tell other 
people about him? Who can tell you not to share your faith?  
 
 

5. Jesus told the 11 disciples to make disciples and to teach them to obey all that he had 
commanded them. Since Jesus commanded them to make disciples, what does this mean 
for you as a follower of Jesus?  
 

 “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who 
is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!” - Abraham Kuyper 

                                                        
1 See also how Jesus instructs the disciples to Baptize people in the name (singular) of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Putting all three names on equal footing show equality between them; all three are persons of the one God. 
2 Matt. 9:4; John 2:24-25 
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Matt. 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped 

him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
Our Mission: Be Disciples Who Make Disciples 

Matthew 28:19-20a 
 

THE BIG IDEA:  
As Jesus followers we are to be disciples who make disciples. 

 
 

 
1. Verse 19 is where Jesus tells the disciples to “make disciples of all nations.” It begins with 

“therefore” linking it with Jesus’ authority. Does this mean that making disciples is 
optional, or are all disciples to play a role in it?  

  
 

2. Why is it good news for Christians that Jesus’ command to make disciples is based on his 
authority? How does that make you feel about taking part in disciple making? 
 
 

3. Baptism is a public announcement that you are trusting and following Jesus. Why is 
Baptism followed by the command to “teach them to observe all I have commanded 
you?” 
 
 

4. Jesus says that we are to teach new disciples to obey his commands. What does this mean 
for us as we seek to become more and more obedient to Jesus?  
 
 

5. If you are a follower of Jesus, have you obeyed his command to be baptized in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit? If not, what is keeping you from it? 

 
 

 

“I will not believe that you have tasted of the honey of the Gospel if you can eat it all yourself. 
True grace puts an end to all spiritual monopoly.” - CHARLES SPURGEON 
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Matt. 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped 

him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
Our Method: Go, Baptize, & Teach 

Matthew 28:19-20a 
 

THE BIG IDEA:  
Making and being disciples is an intentional, life-long process. 

 
 

 
1. Make disciples is the only command in Matt. 28:19-20. What three verbs in these verses 

describe how this process is carried out? How does that help you understand discipleship? 
 
 

2. Is disciple making a thing we do for a little while, and then when we’ve had our turn we 
can leave it up to the new disciples to take over?  Which parts of Matt. 28:19-20 answer 
this? 

 
 

3. Disciples don’t happen on accident. They are made; they are taught. What does this say 
about the need to be intentional about making disciples? If you are a Jesus follower, what 
does this say about your need to learn from others as well? 
 
 

4. Jesus says that disciples are “made.” In what ways have you been “made” into a disciple? 
Have you done anything to take part in making disciples? If not, what keeps you from it? 
 
 

5. If teaching disciples is a lifelong process, then so is learning to be a disciple. Why is this 
an encouraging thing? Do you ever feel like you have to learn lessons about living the 
Christian life over and over again? Who do you turn to when you are struggling? 

 
 

 
“Missions exist because worship doesn’t.” -John Piper3 

                                                        
3 (Let the Nations Be Glad) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tty5Npur-Vc 
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Matt. 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped 

him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Our Means for Missions: Jesus’ presence 
Matthew 28:20b  

 
THE BIG IDEA:  

Jesus promises to be with us, helping us to make disciples. 
 
 

 
1. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) begins with Jesus’ authority, but it ends with 

a promise. What promise does Jesus make & what’s it have to do with making disciples? 
 
 
2. Why do we need Jesus’ presence to make disciples? 

 
 

3. Read Acts 1:8. How is this verse related to Jesus’ promise to be with us always? 
 
 

4. The word “you” in verse 20 is plural “I am with you all.” The command to make disciples 
is also a group command. What is the advantage to working together to make disciples? 

 
 

5. Do you ever feel like you are unable to share your faith and make disciples? How does the 
fact of Jesus’ authority and the promise of his presence and help make you feel? 

 
 

6. What are some ways you can begin being a part of the disciple making process? 

 

 

“There is not a better evangelist in the world than the Holy Spirit. If the churches would just let 
Him come in, there would soon be mighty work for Christ.” - DWIGHT L. MOODZ 

                                                        
 


