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AWANA CAMP @ Camp Pine Brook 
First Central Bible Church 

Rev. Jack Gilbert 
Four Messages on the Great Commission 

 
Matthew 28:16-18  

Our Mandate: Jesus’ Authority over all things 
 

Matthew 28:19-20a  
Our Mission: Make Disciples of All Nations 

 
Matthew 28:19-20a  

Our Method: Go, Baptize, & Teach  
 

Matthew 28:20b 
Our Means for Missions: Jesus’ presence 

 
 

Schedule: 
Music @ 7PM, 3-4 songs, (15 minutes) 

Steph or Robin read Matthew 28:16-18a 
Music Video: The Great Commission (4 minutes) 

Message ~15 minutes 



Green = Illustration Blue = Big Idea Orange = application 2 

 
 
 
 

 
Matthew 28:16-18  

Our Mandate: Jesus’ Authority over all things 
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Intro: 
 

Have you ever experience something that 
was so different than what you expected 
that you could hardly believe what you 
were seeing? Imagine that you wake up 
during the school year and look out your 
window and see snow. You think, “This is 
great! I bet it’s a snow day.”   
 

You probably even were expecting it 
because you had seen the weather report 
the day before. The signs were all there, 
and now you see snow! But you have this 
moment of doubt. What if it’s now a snow 
day? What if they don’t cancel school? 
But then it happens. You get a phone call 
from the school.  
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The principal’s voice is on the other 
end of the automated call and she says, “I 
am canceling school today because of 
snow.” Even though you had seen clear 
signs of a snow day, and were even 
expecting it, you didn’t feel sure until 
someone with authority told you directly.   
 
This is how the disciples felt when they 
received the command to make disciples 
of all the nations. They had seen Jesus’ 
miracles. They had seen him rise from the 
dead. And yet, they felt unsure initially 
about what was going on. When Jesus 
senses their doubts, he assures them by 
asserting his authority. Let’s see that 
happens in Matthew 28:16-18 
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“Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. And when they saw 
him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. (16-18) 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28:15–20 ESV)  
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Throughout the next few days we are 
going to be learning about this command 
to make disciples, which we call the Great 
Commission. But now we are going to be 
looking at those first few verses where the 
disciples show doubt and Jesus asserts his 
authority. As we study these verses what 
we learn is that Jesus is in charge of 
everything. 
 

Let me red the first part of that scripture 
again: 
 

“Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. And when 
they saw him they worshiped him, but 
some doubted. 
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The first thing I notice is that we are all 
have different levels of sureness: 
 
Notice that it says that they all 
worshipped 

 
The disciples fell at Jesus’ feet and 
worshipped him in the same way they 
would God the Father.  That’s because 
Jesus proved himself to be more than a 
teacher; he proved that He is God. He had 
taught the scriptures with authority like 
no one else. He showed his divine power 
by doing miracles. He showed that he 
knew the thoughts and hearts of people. 
He lived a perfect life of obedience to God 
the Father.  
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He even foretold his own death. But he 
also told them that after he had died for 
their sins that he would come back to life.  

 

After having seen him arrested, beaten, 
and killed, they were hopeless. But now 
they were standing in front of their risen 
teacher, and they understood they were 
not just following a man, but God, and so 
they worshipped him.  
 

When we read the scriptures and see all 
that Jesus has done, it should bring the 
same sense of awe to our hearts. Our first 
and ongoing response as followers of 
Jesus should be to worship him.  
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That is why we sing songs, pray, come 
together to read and hear His Word being 
preached. These are all part of our 
worship of him. 

 
But notice that it says that some doubted 

 

They all knew that their teacher was the 
long-promised savior of the Jewish 
people. They all knew that he had died 
and rose again, and that he was really 
there. But some of them were not too 
sure how to react. They were hesitating 
inside. They were doubting. 
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The Greek word that is translated here as 
doubted does not mean that they 
disbelieved, but that they were 
overwhelmed with enormous truth that 
they were kneeling and worshipping in the 
very presence of their God.  

 

Have you ever had something so great and 
surprising happen that you began to second-
guess if it was really happening? That 
happened to me the day my son Joshua was 
born, and we brought him home. I knew that 
he was coming, and I saw it happen.  

When he was finally born I was so excited, 
but then they gave him to us to take him 
home and I just had a hard time wrapping 
my head around it. Was I really supposed to 
take this little baby home with me? How in 
the world am I supposed to do this?  
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That’s what happened to some of these 
disciples.  The scriptures said that they were 
all worshipping, but some doubted.  That 
still happens to us as follower today. We are 
all in different places in terms of our 
understanding and acceptance of what God 
has done for us through Jesus. We worship, 
but sometimes we might feel a certain 
hesitance inside. But Jesus died for us. Our 
place with him is based on who he is, not on 
who we are.  

 

[Jesus wants us to leave that feeling of 
hesitating doubt behind and follow him 
fully. He has called each of us to follow him 
as his disciples. He is God and has authority 
over everything. That’s why Jesus 
addresses the disciples doubts by pointing 
to his authority.] 
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We are all under Jesus’ authority 
 

Again, the scripture says, “And when they 
saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.’” 

 

Jesus knew their doubts and addressed 
them. 

 

Jesus was about to command these 11 
men to go out into all the world to spread 
the Good News that he was alive and 
wants all people to follow him. But he 
knew their hearts. He knew that some of 
them were Wondering, Worrying, 
Worshipers. 
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 Was it also possible that some of those 
who did not doubt might think that they 
were pretty hot stuff because they had it 
all together? The text does not say, but 
we know that Peter was there, and it was 
his tendency to think like that.  

 

Jesus didn’t owe these guys an 
explanation. He could just tell them to go 
share the Good News, but he knew their 
doubts. He knew their hearts, and he 
addresses them all by asserting his 
authority over absolutely everything. 

 

The point is this: Jesus is in charge of 
everything. He does not use us to spread 
the Gospel because of who we are, but 
because of who he is.  
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He is the living son of God who has 
authority over all things in heaven and 
earth. When we share the Gospel, we go 
in his name and under his authority, 
because Jesus is in charge of everything. 

 
Jesus has authority over everything, and 
we go in his authority. 

 
Have you ever tried to share what you 
learn here at AWANA with other kids at 
school? Sometimes it can feel really 
intimidating because when you share the 
Gospel you have to say things that sound 
really arrogant to some people. Things 
like, “the only way you can know God is 
through his son Jesus Christ.” 
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Many people don’t like that because they 
believe there are many ways to God. 
Sometimes people might say things like, 
“who do you think you are? You can’t tell 
me what to believe!” and that might make 
us feel uncomfortable or nervous. It 
might make us doubt and wonder if we 
are doing the right thing.  
 
But what those people don’t realize, and 
what we need to remember, is that we 
are not telling them what we think. We 
are coming to them with what Jesus said, 
and Jesus is in charge of everything. 
 
 
How many of you have brothers or sisters? 
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Now I want you to think of a time where you 
tell your brother or sister to do something. 
How did that go? Did they listen? It really 
depends on whether or not they wanted to 
do what you asked. If they did not want to 
do it they probably said something like, “You 
can’t tell me what to do,” or “You’re not my 
parent!”  That’s the thing though, they know 
you are coming in your own authority.  
 
But you know it is different when your mom 
or dad sends you to tell them something. 
Then you can say with confidence, Dad says 
to do this or that thing. You can speak to 
them in confidence because you come with 
your Dad’s authority. If your brother or 
sister don’t listen they are not rejecting you, 
they are rejecting your dad!  
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The Gospel is God’s Good News for the 
world. It says that even though we have 
sinned against God, he is ready to forgive 
us if we accept and follow his son Jesus.  
 
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” If people reject that 
message, they are rejecting God, not us. 
As for us, however, since Jesus is the one 
with authority over everything then we 
can be confident in sharing what he says 
with other people. We make disciples 
based on his authority, and Jesus is in 
charge of everything. 
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Matthew 28:19-20a  
Our Mission: Make Disciples of All Nations 
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“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, 
to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. And when they saw him 
they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:15–20 ESV) 
 
Matthew 28:19-20a 
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Last time we looked at these verses we 
learned that Jesus is in charge of 
everything. There’s no one anywhere 
who isn’t under Jesus’ authority. There is 
no place in the universe that Jesus does 
not own. So, what does that mean for 
followers of Jesus today? It means that 
when he tells us to do something, there is 
no one who has the right to stop us, and 
if someone does try to stop us they will 
have to answer to him, because Jesus is 
in charge of everything.  
 

Is there something that Jesus wants us to 
do? Yes, and we find out what that is 
because he tells the 11 disciples that they 
are to begin His mission for the Church on 
earth.  
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What is Jesus’ mission for the church? Our 
mission is to make disciples of all nations. 
Another way to say that is that As Jesus 
followers we are to be disciples who 
make disciples. As we look at these verses 
again I want to help you see this by 
answering two questions.  
 
The first question is “What is a disciple?”  
 

First of all, a disciple is one who makes a 
choice to follow God by trusting in and 
obeying Jesus Christ. Look at verse 19. 
What is the first thing that Jesus says that 
we are to do as we make new disciples? 
We are to Baptize them in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
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Baptism is when you announce to a crowd 
of people that you are a follower of Jesus 
and he has forgiven you for all your sins. 
Then another Christian dunks you under 
water and pulls you back up again. Going 
down under the water is a symbol that 
the old you has died and is buried. Being 
pulled back up is a symbol that you have 
been raised again so that you can follow 
Jesus as a new person, as a disciple. 
 
Baptism is not the reason that you are 
forgiven for your sins, but it is a sign that 
you have trusted Jesus to forgive and save 
you, and that you have chosen to follow 
him.  
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Baptism is like having a wedding ring. I 
have been married for 19 years. When I 
promised to love my wife and only my 
wife for the rest of my life she gave me 
this ring. This ring is not what makes me 
married to my wife, but it is a sign that I 
have decided to be with her and with no 
one else. I made that promise to her in 
front of the people who made up my 
church because I wanted people to know 
that I had chosen to be with her for the 
rest of my life.  
In the same way, when you chose to be 
with Jesus, says that we are to be 
baptized as a symbol that we are 
choosing to follow him for the rest of our 
lives. 
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Are you a follower of Jesus? If so Jesus has 
said that you are to publicly identify with 
him by being baptized. Have you done 
that? If not, you need to choose to be 
baptized. It is a good thing, and something 
to be celebrated with the rest of the 
church. 
  
So, a disciple is a person who makes a 
choice to trust and follow Jesus. But a 
disciple can’t just get baptized and live the 
rest of their life the any way they want. 
Being a disciple means following Jesus by 
obeying what He says in the Bible, not just 
the Gospels, but the whole Bible. In verse 
20 Jesus says that Disciples are to “obey 
all that I have commanded.” 
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Jesus has already said that he has 
authority over everything. Authority 
means that you have the power or right 
to give orders, make decisions, and 
enforce obedience. The name we give to 
Jesus that stands for this authority is Lord.   
 
To say that Jesus is Lord means that we 
are saying that He is in charge of our lives 
and that we will obey all that he has said 
in the scriptures. We can’t say that we are 
Jesus’ disciples and not do what he says. 
Jesus himself says this in the Gospel of 
Luke. He said, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?” (Luke 
6:46 ESV) Disciples are to obey and 
become like their teachers. 
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Have you ever told someone, “You’re not the 
boss of me?” You say that when someone is 
being bossy, but they don’t have any 
authority over you. 
  
But what if they are your boss and instead of 
saying “You’re not the boss of me,” you said, 
okay boss. I’ll do whatever you say,” but you 
completely ignore what it is that they tell you 
to do. Every time they say, “Hey, do this thing 
or that thing” you say “yes” but you never 
follow their instructions. By ignoring what 
they are telling you to do you show that you 
are not following them by your failure to do 
what they say. In the same way, we can’t say 
that we are disciples of Jesus, calling him Lord, 
and at the same time ignore what he tells us 
to do.   
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Jesus tells us to love our enemies and pray 
for them. Do you do that, or do you hold a 
grudge? 
 
Jesus tells us that we should love God with 
all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Do 
you do that, or do you sometimes get 
around to worshiping and wish the whole 
time that you were somewhere else? 
 

There are many things that Jesus calls us to 
do. We will never fully be perfect as we 
seek to do what he commands. If you are a 
Christ follower and are not making much of 
an effort to follow Christ, then you can 
choose now to change that by beginning to 
seek study His Word, the Bible, and to do 
what it says.  
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So the answer to our first question, 
“What is a disciple?” is that a disciple is 
someone who chooses to trust and follow 
Jesus Christ, and seeks to obey all that 
Jesus taught in the scriptures. As Jesus 
followers we are to be disciples. But 
more than that, As Jesus followers we are 
to be disciples who make disciples. 
 
[Is it really our job to make disciples? 
That is our second question.] 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” 
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The apostles were the first ones 
commanded to make disciples. But it is not 
the apostles alone who are to make 
disciples. What is it that disciples are to be 
taught? They are to be taught to observe, to 
keep, or do all that Jesus commanded those 
original disciples. This command to make 
disciples is one of Jesus’ commands and 
therefore we are all supposed to be disciples 
makers! 
 

Jesus did not say, “Only apostles are to make 
disciples.” Jesus did not say, “make a few 
professional disciple makers or pastors or 
missionaries and they will make disciples.” 
He said, “you make disciples, and teach 
them to make disciples.” As Jesus followers 
we are to be disciples who make disciples. 
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Imagine that you are a horse trainer. Now 
imagine that you own a horse that is a real 
winner. It is fast, strong, and has won every 
race he has ever run in. When you are a horse 
trainer with that kind of horse, you use him to 
make other horses. That’s because you want 
more horses just like that one.  
 
Now imagine that you breed that 
thoroughbred horse with a donkey.  You 
would not get another through bread, you 
would get a mule. A mule is not very much like 
it’s thoroughbred horse father, and it can’t 
make other thoroughbred horses. If you only 
make mules with your thoroughbred horse, 
then you will not be a award winning horse 
trainer for long because you will run out of 
thoroughbred horses. 
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In the same way it is important that each 
disciple make other disciples and teach 
them to do the same. Not only are we 
commanded to do it by our Lord, but if we 
don’t share the Gospel and teach others 
to follow Jesus, who will? If we don’t’ 
make disciples who are always becoming 
more and more like Jesus then we are not 
doing the mission Jesus gave the church. 
We must pass on the Good News of the 
Gospel, seek to obey Christ’s teachings, 
and teach other to do the same.    
 
WE are called to be disciples. That means 
that we are called to make a choice to 
trust Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins, 
and that we will seek to obey him.  
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That obedience begins when we are 
baptized in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. It continues 
as we seek to obey all of his commands, 
including sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ and teaching others to follow him. 
Jesus is in charge of everything. He is the 
head of the church, and he has given us a 
mission to make disciples. As Jesus 
followers we are to be disciples who 
make disciples.   
 
The question you need to ask is this: am I 
a disciple of Jesus Christ, and if so, am I 
taking part in this great mission that Jesus 
gave to the church. 
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Matthew 28:19-20a  

Our Method: Go, Baptize, & Teach  
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I used to be a weapons and combat 
instructor for the USAF. That came about 
because all while I was in Highschool I had 
conversations with Air Force recruiters 
and Airmen who share with me what it 
was like to be in the Air Force. Eventually 
I decided to join the Airforce and become 
an Airmen myself.  
 
While I was in the AF I had the 
opportunity to go all over the world and I 
got to do a lot of great jobs. But I did not 
start out knowing everything I needed to 
know in order to do my mission. I had to 
learn a lot of things. I began as an Airman 
Basic and had to go to boot camp.  



Green = Illustration Blue = Big Idea Orange = application 35 

At that point I did not know much about 
the Air Force, or about our mission to 
support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic, but I had taken an 
oath and I was now part of that mission.  
 
As I learned how to do my job more and 
more I even began to teach others who 
were new to the Air Force how to be an 
effective part of our mission. I also talked 
to civilians about becoming members of 
the armed forces. But I never stopped 
learning, myself. Even when I became an 
instructor I was still learning about how to 
be a good Airman.  
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Being a disciple is a lot like that. As Jesus 
followers we act as recruiters. We share 
the Good News that Jesus died for our 
sins and has given us access to God. We 
call on people to make a commitment to 
be a Disciple of Jesus Christ. Then we 
begin the lifelong process of teaching 
them to become more and more like him 
and encourage them to share their faith 
and make disciples too. We don’t stop 
learning and seeking to be like him when 
we become teachers, but we go on 
learning God’s Word and how to do what 
it says.  
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[The last time we talked we saw in the 
scripture that as Jesus followers we are 
to be disciples who make disciples. But 
how are disciples made?  
 
As we look again at Matthew 28:19-20 
we will see that there are three parts of 
Jesus’ command that generally describe 
how to make disciples: Go, Baptize, & 
Teach.  
 
As we study these we will discover that 
making and being disciples is a life-long, 
intentional process.] 
 
Going: Making disciples Where you are 
and where God sends you 
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19Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 
First of all, it is helpful to see that the 
command in this scripture is to “make 
disciples.” Everything else is about that. 
Jesus uses three other words to describe 
how to make disciples: go, baptize, and 
teach.  
 
When I read this command to make 
disciples two questions come to my mind. 
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One is When and where do we make 
disciples?  
 
Another is this: Is disciple making a thing 
we do for a time, and then when we’ve 
had our turn we can leave it up to the new 
disciples to take over?  
 
The good thing is that we can find the 
answer by looking at the scripture itself. 
 

The first clue to help us answer these two 
questions about when and for how long 
we are to make disciples is the word “go.” 
Because of the way that it is written in 
English we might assume that Jesus is 
telling everyone to leave where they are 
in order to make disciples.  
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Is Jesus saying that all Christians should 
pack up and head to a foreign land to 
share the gospel and make disciples? No, 
at least not everyone. 
 
Actually, the Greek word that is 
translated here as “go” is literally means 
“going” or “as you go.” So, one way to 
restate this sentence is “Going, baptizing, 
and teaching, make disciples of all the 
nations.” 
 
Jesus intends us to make disciples as we 
go. Some people are called by God to 
leave their hometowns and to go to 
foreign lands to make disciples.  
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We see that in the books of Acts when the 
Holy Spirit told the leaders of the church 
at Antioch to set aside Barnabas and Saul 
for the work of missions in other 
countries.  
 

But not everyone is called to leave, 
instead they are to make disciples as the 
go about their business at home. Consider 
the fact that while Barnabas and Saul left 
to make disciples, the rest of their church 
stayed! Isn’t the command to make 
disciples a command for them too? Yes!  
 
I have seen this play out in my own life 
and ministry. I have been a Christian for 
21 years.  
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For most of that time I have been sharing 
what I have learned from the Bible and 
other Christians what it means to live like 
Jesus. What I learned has helped others to 
be more like Jesus.  

About a year ago my wife and I felt that 
God was leading us to go to Spain and to 
make disciples there. I have made 
disciples all my Christian life right where I 
lived. Soon I will be going to make 
disciples in Spain, but I won’t wait until I 
get there to make disciples.  

I will continue to share my faith, 
encourage people to follow Christ, and 
teach what I learn from God’s word to the 
people around me here.  
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So, going means that we are to make 
disciples wherever we are, or where ever 
God sends us.  
 
But do we get to quit making disciples at 
some point and hand off that 
responsibility to other generations? How 
long does Jesus expect us to make 
disciples as we go? If we look at vs 19-20 
and we see that we are expected to go on 
making disciples for the rest of our lives: 
 

19Go … make disciples of all 
nations…20And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
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Jesus says that he is with his people as 
they make disciples. He is giving us the 
authority and power to make disciples by 
his presence. How long does he do that? 
Always, until the end of the age.  
 
Jesus is saying that we are to make 
disciples always, until the end of the 
world. “But what if I don’t live until the 
end of the world?” Well you can stop 
when you die. Otherwise, this command 
to make disciples is a life-long command.  
 
If you are Jesus’ disciple, then you are 
always meant to make disciples. This 
means that making disciples is a life-long 
process. 
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Baptizing: Evangelism is calling people to 
choose God 
 
The second word that describes how we 
are to make disciples is Baptizing. We 
spoke a lot about this already, so I won’t 
go over what we have already talked 
about. I will say two things about baptism.  
 

1) Baptism presupposes that you are 
sharing the Gospel with others. 
Romans 10:17 says that “…faith comes 
from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ.” People can’t be 
baptized if they don’t believe and trust 
in Jesus, and that won’t happen unless 
we share the Gospel with others. 
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2) Baptism presupposes that you are 
calling people to make a choice. They are 
choosing to confess that Jesus is Lord. 
They are called to walk away from the 
teachings of this world and to learn from 
Jesus. They are choosing to be baptized in 
His name. It is not enough to hear the 
Gospel, or even to think it is true. People 
must choose to become a disciple. 
Baptism is the public display of that 
choice to become a disciple.  

 
[This means that being, and making a 
disciple is an intentional process. This 
intentional decision should be followed up 
by a lifelong process of learning and being 
a disciple. That means we need to be 
teaching each other.] 
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Teaching: The ongoing task of becoming 
like Jesus 
 
If making and being disciples is a life-
long, intentional process then we must 
always be learning and teaching. 
Disciples don’t happen on accident. They 
are made; they are taught. Jesus says they 
are to be taught to observe all of his 
commands. This means that we are called 
to be lifelong students of and teachers of 
the Bible, because the Bible is Jesus’ word 
to his disciples. 
 
Is it enough to just know what the Bible 
says? If we memorize all the verses in the 
Bible, is that enough? No.  
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Knowing about Jesus isn’t enough. Jesus is 
calling us to both know his Word and to do 
what it says.  
 
If you know all the rules in of baseball does 
that make you a baseball player? No. What 
makes you a baseball player? You have to 
play! What makes you a better baseball 
player? Knowing the rules and playing by the 
rules! And the best baseball players learn from 
their mistakes and change what they do.   
 
We must teach disciples what the Bible says 
and call on them to do what it says. It also 
means that we and those we teach must learn 
from our mistakes by repenting of our sins by 
confession to God and seeking His help to do 
what he commands. That makes a disciple. 
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Making and being disciples is a life-long, 
intentional process. 
 
Are you a disciple? Then you are called to 
share what you have learned. Even if you 
became a Christian tonight (and you can 
if you choose to trust in and follow Jesus) 
then you know enough to turn to 
someone else and say, “you too can 
choose to trust in and follow Jesus.” 
 
As you grow in your faith, that is, as you 
learn to become more like Jesus by doing 
what he says and by trusting him more, 
then you can pass on your faith and 
learning to others and call them to do the 
same. 
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If you are a Jesus follower, then you are 
called to be a disciple maker. No one is 
exempt. You don’t get to retire. It won’t 
happen unless you choose to share your 
faith with unbelievers and to help 
encourage other Christians to observe all 
Jesus commanded. 
 
Making and being disciples is a life-long, 
intentional process. Are you ready to 
start? 
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Matthew 28:20b 

Our Means for Missions: Jesus’ presence 
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When I was a teenager I owned a camper 
trailer. You know, one of those campers 
that you can take on trips to 
campgrounds. I owned it because it was 
given to me as a gift by my dad. He gave it 
to me and that made it mine to use. They 
only problem was that I didn’t have any 
means to actually move the thing. In 
order to move it I would need to have a 
truck that could hall it, and all I owned 
was a tiny Ford Escort with barely enough 
power to hall me! That camper was just 
too heavy for me to haul on my own. 
 

I could use the trailer in my own yard, but 
If I wanted to use that trailer the way it 
was intended to be used, I needed my 
dad’s help.  
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I needed him to be with me and to haul the 
camper with his truck if I was to go anywhere 
with it. He had given me permission to use 
it, but I also needed him to provide the 
power to move it. I needed him to go with 
me. 
 
Making disciples is just like that. Jesus had 
authority over all of creation, and he gave 
authority to the disciples to go make other 
disciples of every other people group in the 
world. What he gave them was too heavy a 
burden to carry on their own! They had 
authority, but they also needed power. They 
needed Jesus to go with them. The good 
news for the disciples, and for us, is that 
Jesus promises to be with us, helping us to 
make disciples. 
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Over the last few days we have been talking 
about Matthew 28:16-20, what we call the 
great commission. We have learned that 
Jesus is in charge of everything. Because of 
the we have the authority to do as he 
commands and to go, baptize, and teach in 
order to make new disciples for Jesus. We 
have been told to make disciples of every 
nation, or people group. That is a great big 
task.  

In order to do it we are going to need 
more than authority, we need power. The 
good news is that Jesus promises to be with 
us, helping us to make disciples. 
 
His presence and his help are a promise that 
is made throughout the whole book of 
Matthew, actually.  
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This began with the announcement of his 
birth in Matthew 1:23 which says, 
 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (which means, God with us).”  
 
So the book of Matthew begins with the 
promise that God is with us through his Son 
Jesus. Jesus is himself God, though He is not 
God the Father. This means that when Jesus 
is with us we have the presence and power 
of God with us. 
 
Again, in the middle of the book of Matthew 
Jesus is talking to his disciples about conflict 
between believers when he promises to be 
with us, helping us to do what he commands.  
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He says that if someone sins against you 
then you go to them and straighten it out. 
If they don’t listen, you bring another 
trusted believer and try again to straighten 
it out. If that does not work you tell the 
church, and then the whole church will try 
to get this person to see their fault and to 
repent and restore the relationship. It’s at 
that point that he makes this promise: 
 
“For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them.” 

(Matthew 18:20 ESV) 
 
So Jesus is Immanuel, God with us, and 
when we are together doing his will he is 
there helping us to do what he commands. 
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That’s how the Gospel of Matthew ends too, 
with Jesus making the promise to be with us, 
helping us to make disciples. 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:15–20 ESV) 
 

Because Jesus is God, his is able to be 
everywhere, and so he is with us always. He 
can be with the Father, and also be with us 
in a spiritual sense, even though we can’t 
see him. He does this by sending us his Holy 
Spirit to live in us and to give us power to 
make disciples.  
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Before Jesus left the earth to be with the 
Father, he told his disciples that they would 
receive the power to make disciples when he 
sent the Holy Spirit to live in them. 
 

“But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.” (Acts 1:8 ESV) 

 
In the same way that Jesus is God but is not 
the Father, the Holy Spirit is God but not 
Jesus. In the same way that Jesus’ physical 
presence was the presence and power of 
God, the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives is the presence and power of God.  
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Jesus not only gave us the authority to 
make disciples, but the power to do it by 
sending the Holy Spirit. 
 
Another way that He helps us is that he 
calls us to work together to make 
disciples. All three of the promises I 
mentioned (God with us, I am there 
among you, I am with you always) are 
promises to us as a group of believers.  
 
The command to make disciples is also a 
command to the Church as a whole. Jesus 
has called us to be his disciples, and as his 
disciples we are called to work together.  
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We don’t have to do all the work along as 
individuals. We learn from and teach 
each other. We help each other to make 
disciples. This makes the task seem much 
easier, because we can help each other. 
That is encouraging, but it is the presence 
of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in each of us 
that helps us help each other. 
 

Jesus is with us as we gather together as 
his people to worship him. 
 

Jesus is with us as we do all that we can to 
live at peace with each other. 
 

Jesus is with us as we go about our day, 
believing in him and sharing our faith with 
others. 
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Jesus is with us when we go out into places 
we never thought we would go so that we 
can share the gospel. 
 
Jesus is with us as we gather to witness and 
baptize new believers in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus is with us as we spend the rest of our 
lives learning, teaching, and seeking to obey 
all of His Word so that we are made more 
and more like him. 
 
We don’t have to feel overwhelmed at the 
idea of making disciples because we have 
each other, and because Jesus promises to 
be with us, helping us to make disciples.  
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So how do we use this power?  
 
First of all, we use this power by doing what 
he has asked us to do. That is the promise: 
Go make disciples, and I am with you. If we 
do the work of disciple making, then we can 
be sure that he is helping us. It’s his 
command, his promise. We have only to 
obey and remember his promises. 
 
Secondly, when you are unsure of what to 
do, or feel unable to do what he has asked 
then you should pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you. He is our counselor. He lives in us 
to guide us and reminded us of all that Jesus 
commanded. He is in us to give us the ability 
to know what to do and to do it.  
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Are you afraid to tell people about your 
faith in Jesus? Pray, and ask for courage!  
 

Do you need someone to share your faith 
with? Pray and ask the Spirit to put 
someone in your life who needs to know 
Jesus.  
 

Is there someone who is telling you can’t 
witness of make disciples or is someone 
trying to stop you from sharing your 
faith? Pray, asking God to remove these 
obstacles.  
 
He is able to keep people or even 
governments from getting in your way as 
you obey his command to make disciples. 
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Thirdly, we ought to work together. We 
can’t do this in our own power, but each of 
us has the Holy Spirit. Sometimes the Holy 
Spirit talks to us directly through the 
Scriptures and through guidance in prayer, 
but sometimes he speaks through other 
people. We should be willing to learn from 
and accept the help of other people in order 
to make disciples.  
 
Jesus has commanded us to make disciples. 
It’s with his authority that we go, baptize, 
and teach new disciples to become 
obedient, Christ-like disciples. But we not 
only have his authority, we have his 
presence and power because Jesus promises 
to be with us, helping us to make disciples. 

 
 


