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Why	do	we	celebrate	Christmas?	
It’s	 a	 holiday	 that	 is	 celebrated	
over	 the	 whole	 world,	 and	 yet	 I	
believe	 I	 could	 say	 that	 most	
people	 who	 celebrate	 Christmas	
give	 little	 thought	 to	 the	
powerful	 significance	 of	 why	
Jesus	 came	 to	 earth	 in	 the	 first	
place.		
	
We	could	look	at	a	lot	of	different	
places	in	scripture	to	explain	why	
Jesus	 came	 to	 earth,	 but	 John	
3:16	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	 well	
known	 pieces	 of	 scripture	 and	
gives	 a	 straightforward	 reason	
for	Jesus’s	coming.		
	



It	says,	“God	so	loved	the	world,	
that	he	 gave	his	 only	 Son,	 that	
whoever	 believes	 in	 him	
should	 not	 perish	 but	 have	
eternal	life.”	
	
So	 we	 learn	 from	 this	 beautiful	
verse	several	things:	
	

1) Jesus	 came	 because	 God	
loves	 people:	 Part	 of	 the	
reason	that	Jesus	came	was	to	
display	the	love	of	God	toward	
those	whom	he	created.		
2) Jesus	 came	as	an	offering	
for	us:	The	greatest	display	of	
God’s	love	for	people	is	shown	
in	 the	 fact	 that	 he	 offered	 his	
own	son	to	us.		



If	 you	 know	 the	 story	 of	 the	
Gospel,	 then	 you	 know	 that	
Jesus	does	not	just	come	to	be	
born	as	a	person,	but	he	came	
so	 that	 he	 would	 eventually	
die	 on	 the	 cross.	 Up	 to	 this	
point	 in	 history	 people	 were	
enemies	 of	 God	 because	 we	
rebel	 against	 him,	 refusing	 to	
see	and	follow	him	as	the	king	
he	is.		
	
When	Jesus	willing	came	as	an	
offering	 on	 our	 behalf,	 he	
made	 a	 way	 for	 us	 to	 be	
forgiven	 our	 sins	 and	 be	
reunited	with	God.		



3) Jesus	 came	 to	 destroy	
death	 and	 give	 life:	 God	
offered	 Jesus	 to	 us	 in	 two	
ways:		

a) He	 was	 offered	 as	 a	 sacrifice	
for	 our	 sins.	 Having	 lived	 the	
life	 of	 obedience	 to	 God	 the	
Father	 that	we	 could	 not	 live,	
He	 died	 the	 death	 we	 owed,	
paying	 the	 penalty	 that	 we	
could	not	afford.	This	was	how	
he	 made	 a	 way	 for	 us	 to	 be	
forgiven.		

	

b)	 The	 second	 way	 he	 is	
offered	 to	 us	 completes	 the	
first	offering.	Jesus	did	die,	but	
he	 came	 back	 to	 life	 on	 the	
third	day.		



Because	 he	 died	 and	 was	
raised	 to	 life,	 never	 to	 die	
again,	 everyone	 who	 places	
their	 trust	 in	 him	 and	 follows	
him	 as	 their	 God	 not	 only	
receives	 forgiveness,	 but	
receives	 eternal	 life	 with	
Christ.			
	
The	 scriptures	 say	 that	 those	
who	 reject	 Jesus	 are	 dead	 in	
their	 sin,	 and	 that	 after	 death	
they	 receive	 God’s	 just	
judgment,	spending	eternity	in	
Hell.	But	God	loves	us	so	much	
that	 de	 demonstrates	 his	 love	
in	 that	 Jesus	 died	 to	 save	 us	
even	 while	 were	 still	 sinners.	



When	we	 accept	 Jesus	we	 are	
accepting	God’s	gift	of	life	with	
God.	

	
I	 want	 to	 share	 one	 more	 verse	
with	 you	 that	 will	 help	 us	 see	
why	 Jesus	 came	 to	 earth	 as	 a	
person.	 This	 verse	 is	 found	 in	
Hebrews	 2:17–18.	 In	 this	 verse	
we	 discover	 that	 Jesus	 came	 to	
help	us	and	change	us.	
	

“Therefore	 he	 had	 to	 be	made	
like	 his	 brothers	 in	 every	
respect,	 so	 that	 he	 might	
become	a	merciful	and	faithful	
high	 priest	 in	 the	 service	 of	
God,	 to	 make	 propitiation	 for	
the	sins	of	the	people.		



For	 because	 he	 himself	 has	
suffered	 when	 tempted,	 he	 is	
able	 to	 help	 those	 who	 are	
being	tempted.”	(Hebrews	2:17–
18	ESV)	
	
The	first	part	of	this	verse	tells	us	
that	 the	 reason	 Jesus	 came	 was	
so	 that	 he	 could	 be	 like	 us—
human.	 Being	 born	 as	 a	 human	
made	 it	 possible	 for	 him	 to	 die	
the	death	that	became	our	way	of	
forgiveness.	 That’s	 why	 it	 says	
that	 he	 “became	 a	 merciful	 and	
faithful	high	priest	 in	 the	service	
of	 God,	 to	 make	 propitiation	 for	
the	sins	of	the	people.”		



He	 served	 God	 by	 doing	 away	
with	 God’s	 anger	 toward	 us	
because	 of	 our	 sins.	 We	 were	
guilty,	and	God	sent	Jesus	to	take	
away	 that	 guilt	 so	 that	we	 could	
be	 declared	 innocent	 and	 be	
reunited	 with	 God.	 So	 it	 was	
necessary	for	Jesus	to	be	born	as	
a	baby	so	that	he	could	be	like	us,	
be	tempted	like	us,	but	still	live	a	
sinless	 life	 and	 so	 become	 our	
merciful	 and	 faithful	 high	 priest	
who	leads	us	to	God.	
	

Here’s	the	thing	though,	Jesus	did	
not	 die	 just	 so	 we	 could	 be	
forgiven.	He	died	so	that,	after	we	
are	 forgiven,	we	can	become	like	
him.		



That	 is	 what	 we	 learn	 from	 the	
second	part	of	 this	verse.	 It	says,	
“Because	 [Jesus]	 himself	 has	
suffered	 when	 tempted,	 he	 is	
able	 to	 help	 those	 who	 are	
being	tempted.”		
	
Jesus	knows	what	 it	 is	 like	 to	be	
tempted.	 He	 was	 tempted	 in	
every	way	we	are	tempted,	yet	he	
lived	a	perfect	life	of	obedience	to	
God.	 So	 now,	 he	 understands	
what	we	are	going	through,	as	we	
are	 tempted	 to	 sin	 he	 is	 able	 to	
help	 us	 to	 resist	 those	
temptations.	 So	 Jesus	 came	 to	
save	 us,	 but	 he	 also	 died	 to	
change	us.	



So	why	 did	 Jesus	 come?	Why	 do	
we	celebrate	Christmas?	
	
We	 celebrate	 Christmas	 because	
Jesus	 came	 and	 became	 like	 one	
of	us.		
	

Jesus	came	because	God	loves	people.	
	

Jesus	came	as	an	offering	for	us.	
	

Jesus	came	to	destroy	death	&	give	life.	
	

Jesus	came	to	help	us	and	change	us.	
	
This	 really	 is	 good	 news	 of	 great	
joy,	and	truly	is	worth	celebrating.	


